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E Olympia Harbor Days and SSMHA are proud
supports of the Maritime Washington National
Heritage Area at www.PreserveWa.org.
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THE
HISTORY OF
THE OLYMPIA
HARBOR DAYS LOGOS

Harbor Days was established in 1974 with a small gathering of tugboats and other
historic vessels. The first tugboat race was held in 1975. In 1978 downtown merchants,
artists and musicians organized to start a companion shoreside HarborFair. By 1983
both events were combined into one festival with the logo, designed by Karla and Chuck
Fowler, to have a dual purpose as identity for the festival and as recognition and a
coveted award for the attending Puget Sound vintage tugs and skippers. The tugboat in
the logo changes annually.

To become a “Logo Boat” the tugboat had to have been the oldest tug in attendance
the prior year that had not previously been awarded the title. The logo is displayed on
publicity materials, shirts and hats, and other festival merchandise. Many of the tugs
in the subsequent years were illustrated by Karla. Some have been illustrated by other
designers.

In this exhibit in the windows of this historic 1912 building (formerly City Hall and Fire
Station) you will find the 41 unique logos of Olympia Harbor Days, from 1983 to 2023,
and four posters from the pre-logo era.

Did you attend any of these years?
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Olympia Harbor Days Festival
September 1-3, 2023.

View at 108 State Street, Olympia, WA
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For information about this year’s
50th Olympia Harbor Days celebration events
September 1-3, 2023. Info@HarborDays.com
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For a more information about South Sound
Maritime Heritage Association (SSMHA),

membership, and an extensive history of
Olympia Harbor Days.




